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TOP- RANKI NG DECAVALCANTE CRI ME FAM LY LEADERS
CONVI CTED OF MJRDER AND RACKETEERI NG I N FEDERAL COURT

JAMES B. COMVEY, United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, announced today that a Manhattan Federal
court jury convicted three high-ranking | eaders of the
Decaval cante Organi zed Crinme Fam |y of La Cosa Nostra, on a
vari ety of racketeering and rel ated charges. The princi pal
charges included four homcides, the 1989 nmurder of Fred Wiss,
the 1989 nurder of Joseph Garofano, the 1991 nurder of Louis
LaRasso, and the 1991 nurder of John D Anmato.

Convi cted today were STEFANO VI TABI LE, the Consigilere
of the Famly, and PHI LI P ABRAMO and G USEPPE “Pi no” SCHI FI LLI TI,
bot h Caporegimes or Captains in the Famly. VITABILE, ABRAMO and
SCHI FILLITI were found guilty after a seven-week trial and two
days of deli berations.

Two ot her co-conspirators involved in the nurder of Lou
LaRasso — Sol diers Louis “Loui e Eggs” Consal vo and Gregory Rago
— pled guilty just before jury selection began in April.
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VI TABI LE was convicted of five separate counts,

i ncluding two counts under the Racketeer |nfluenced and Corrupt
Organi zation (“RICO) statutes, two counts of conspiring to
commt murder in violation of the Violent Crine in Ald of
Racketeering (“VICAR') statute, and one count of conspiracy to
commt extortion.

ABRAMO was convi cted of four separate counts, the two
RI CO counts and two counts relating to conspiracy to conmt
| oanshar ki ng.

SCHI FI LLI'TI was convicted of six separate counts,
i ncluding the RICO counts, two VI CAR nmurder conspiracies, two
counts relating to conspiracy to commt | oansharking, and one
count of conspiracy to conmt extortion.

The jury found that VITABILE had commtted five
separate acts of racketeering. These included the nurders of
Loui s LaRasso and John D Amato, the conspiracy to nmurder Thonas
Sal vata, the conspiracy to nurder Frank D Amato, and a conspiracy
to commt extortion.

The extortion conspiracy proved at trial involved the
Decaval cante Fam |y’ s 20-year control of much of the construction
industry in the northern New Jersey area. The trial evidence
showed mllions of dollars were extorted from construction-

i ndustry contractors in various “shake-downs”.

The jury found that ABRAMO commi tted six separate acts



of racketeering. These included the nmurders of Fred Wiss,
Joseph Garofano, and Louis LaRasso, conspiracies to nurder Daniel
Annunzi atta and Gaetano “Corky” Vastola, |oansharking, and
securities fraud.

As to the securities fraud, the jury heard extensive
testi nmony about a sophisticated “punp and dunp” schene invol ving
the 1995 initial public offering of stock in SC&T International,
Inc., in which investors were bilked out of mllions of dollars.
SCHI FILLITI's pattern of racketeering activities included the
mur der of LaRasso, a conspiracy to murder Frank D Amato, a
| oanshar ki ng conspiracy, and the construction industry extortion
conspi racy.

The testinony at trial established that VITABILE was
the consigliere of the Famly for over 30 years, and that ABRAMO
and SCHI FI LLITI were caporegines for 20 years. The testinony
al so established that the Decaval cante Fam |y engaged in w de-
rangi ng acts of racketeering for over 100 years, including
testimony fromnmultiple witnesses that it is the ol dest Cosa
Nostra Famly in the Nation. The proof at trial (including
testimony of cooperating wtnesses and tape-recorded
conversations of co-conspirators not on trial) established that
t he Decavl cante Fam |y nmurdered and conspired to murder numerous

i ndi vi dual s they suspected of cooperating with the Governnent.



VI TABI LE and SCHI FI LLI TI were acquitted of one
conspiracy to nurder; ABRAMO and SCHI FILLITI were acquitted on
one | oansharki ng count (and convicted on two others).

Chief United States District Judge M CHAEL B. MJKASEY
schedul ed Cctober 17, 2003 for sentencing. All three defendants
face a sentence of life in prison without the possibility of
rel ease.

M. COMEY praised the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and the New York City Police Departnent for their investigation
of this case.

Assi stant United States Attorneys JOHN M HI LLEBRECHT,
M CHAEL G McGOVERN, M RIAM E. ROCAH are in charge of the
prosecuti on.
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