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for clinical investigation at the University of Pittsburgh 
Cancer Institute. He earned his M.D. from Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine in 1970. From 
1970 to 1975, he completed an internship and residency 
training in Medicine and a fellowship in Oncology and 
served as Chief Resident in Internal Medicine at The 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

*   *   *
Piantadosi, professor of oncology at Johns 

Hopkins University School of Medicine and director 
of biostatistics at the Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive 
Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins, was named the first 
director of the Samuel Oschin Comprehensive Cancer 
Institute at Cedars-Sinai on April 19.

Piantadosi is an expert in cancer clinical trial 
design, and has been a member of several FDA 
committees. He has also served on external advisory 
boards for other cancer centers, including the M.D. 
Anderson Comprehensive Cancer Center and the 
Yale Comprehensive Cancer Center. He is the author 
of the textbook “Clinical Trials: A Methodologic 
Perspective.”

Piantadosi is a senior editor of the journal Clinical 
Cancer Research, and holds leadership positions in 
several multi-center clinical trials, including vice-
chairman for the National Emphysema Treatment 
Trial.

“One of the things that attracted me to Cedars-
Sinai is its national reputation for high-quality patient 
care and its strengths in translational research, bringing 
the latest research from the laboratory to the patient’s 
bedside quickly,” Piantadosi said. “Cedars-Sinai is a 
unique institution among American academic medical 
centers, and I am deeply honored and excited by this 
opportunity.”

Piantadosi earned his M.D. from the University of 
North Carolina and Ph.D. in biomathematics from the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham.

 “Innovative cancer research with a focus on 
getting treatments to our patients has been a primary 
strength at Cedars-Sinai for many years, and Dr. 
Piantadosi’s international leadership in cancer research 
and patient care is a perfect match for our Samuel 
Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Institute,” said Thomas 
Priselac, Cedars-Sinai president and CEO. 

 “Dr. Piantadosi’s appointment as director 
is an important milestone for the Samuel Oschin 
Comprehensive Cancer Institute, and signals the 
start of a new phase of development for our excellent 
cancer research and patient-care programs,” said 
Shlomo Melmed, Cedars-Sinai’s senior vice president 

for academic affairs and chief academic officer. 
“His international stature and leadership skills will 
be a huge asset to Cedars-Sinai and cancer patients 
everywhere.”

*   *   *
Ratliff will begin his appointment as director of the 

Purdue Cancer Center on July 1. He also will have an 
appointment as professor of comparative pathobiology 
in the School of Veterinary Medicine.

Ratliff has been the Andersen-Hebbeln Professor 
of Prostate Cancer Research at the University of Iowa 
College of Medicine for the past 10 years and has served 
as research vice chairman for the Department of Urology 
for the past six years. 

“Professor Ratliff is nationally recognized for his 
achievements in urologic research and will continue 
Purdue’s history of innovation in pursuit of the goal 
set by the National Institutes of Health to eliminate 
cancer as a cause of suffering and death,” said Charles 
Rutledge, vice president for research. “He understands 
the importance of multidisciplinary collaboration and 
will build upon Purdue’s strengths in engineering and 
science and the resources offered by Discovery Park. 
Professor Ratliff’s leadership will support the center’s 
accomplishments and enable future successes.”

Richard Borch served as director of the cancer 
center for the past nine years and will continue as head 
of the department of medicinal chemistry and molecular 
pharmacology in Purdue’s College of Pharmacy, Nursing 
and Health Sciences.

“The Purdue Cancer Center is one of the best 
basic-research centers in the world,” Ratliff said. “It 
fosters a remarkable collaboration across departments 
and across the nation that is key to success in the fight 
against cancer.”

Ratliff is a member of the American Urological 
Association and is founder of the Society for Basic 
Urologic Research.

His research has focused on immunotherapy studies 
using prostate and bladder cancer models to address 
questions regarding activation of antitumor responses, 
characterization of antitumor effector mechanisms and 
the regulation of antitumor immunity.

Ratliff received his bachelor’s degree in biology 
and chemistry from the University of Texas, Arlington. 
He received his master’s degree in biology at Texas 
A&M, Commerce, and his doctorate in microbiology 
at the University of Arkansas.

Prior to joining the faculty of University of Iowa, 
he was a faculty member of Washington University 
School of Medicine.
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